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DEKADENCE, a successful Czech exhibition, is to open in Belgium.

Prague, December 15th, 2008

Works of the most famous Czech painters and sculptors inspired by the ideas and the postulates of Decadence will be presented at the exhibition called “Decadence, Bohemian Lands 1880 – 1914” in two prestigious Belgian galleries, the Hotel de Ville in Brussels and the Musée provincial Félicien Rops in Namur between January 30th – May 10th, 2009. Ideas of Decadence have inspired many artistic movements in Czech culture, from neoromantism, to expressionism, cubism or the early avant-garde. This exhibition draws on the inventive and successful exhibition “In Morbid Colours: Art and the Idea of Decadence in the Bohemian Lands 1880 – 1914”, which took place in the Municipal House in Prague at the end of 2006 and at the beginning of 2007, and was seen by more than 30 000 visitors. „We are happy that the exhibition lives on and than we can exhibit works of major Czech artists abroad on this scale,” says Mgr. Vladana Rýdlová from Arbor vitae societas, which organizes this exhibition in cooperation with the Museum of Czech Literature. 

The exhibition “Decadence, Bohemian Lands 1880 – 1914” is held under the auspices of Alexandr Vondra, the Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs and Pavel Bém, the Mayor of Prague. The exhibition has become the official accompanying event of the Czech presidency in the Council of the European Union in 2009.

In Belgium the exhibition will be presented in two complementary thematic blocks. The first block introduces works dealing with the inner self of the artist and the agony of the individual, and will be shown at the City Hall in Brussels. The other block, focusing on the inspiration by the demon of love and sexuality will be installed in the Musée provincial Félicien Rops in Namur, 65 km Southeast of Brussels. Both intertwined blocks reflect the key themes of Decadence: self-analysis through self-portraits; depiction of death as a liberating perspective; love and sexuality. The curator of the exhibition chose works of famous and acknowledged artists like František Bílek, Karel Hlaváček, Max Švabinský, Alfons Mucha, Jan Preisler, František Kaván, Jan Zrzavý, František Kobliha  or Ladislav Šaloun but also of authors less famous and exhibited. Here we can mention for example Jaroslav Panuška and Josef Mandl. The exhibited works come both from prestigious public and private collections. It can be said without exaggeration that such a rich collection of Czech artwork has not been exhibited outside the Czech Republic for many years.

Félicien Rops is not unfamiliar to the Czech public and had been a major source of inspiration for many artists at the end of the 19th century. Otto M. Urban, curator of the exhibition, says: ”Thanks to our good relationship and long-term cooperation with the representatives of the Namur museum and their keen interest in the exhibition presented by the Municipal House we got the idea to organize this exhibition in Namur and make the thematical connection between Rops’s erotic paintings and etchings and the works of Czech artists.”  The opening of the exhibition is planned for January 29th, 2009 in Brussels and January 31st, 2009 in Namur. The day after the official openings there will be guided tours with the curator in the respective museums. 

On the occasion of the Prague exhibition a monograph entitled In Morbid Colours: Art and the Idea of Decadence in the Bohemian Lands 1880 – 1914 had been published. Its authors are Otto M. Urban, PhD., PaeDr. Luboš Merhaut, CsC., and PhDr. Daniel Vojtěch, PhD. This monograph with its 416 pages and 550 reproductions discusses the phenomenon of Decadence in Czech culture, its foreign sources and parallels. It also examines the broader philosophical context of Decadent ideas. The monograph won the 2007 price for the Most Beautiful Book of the Year, and was nominated for the Magnesia Litera award. To accompany this exhibition an English translation of the monograph will be published, as well as a French-Flemish catalogue Decadence. Bohemian Lands 1880 – 1914, containing 130 pages and 75 illustrations.
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